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Abstract 

This research is aimed to find out the pattern of thematic progression. The data for this study 

is derived from Sangkuriang folklore. There were three types of thematic progression found 

in the text “Sangkuriang” folklore story. They were theme reiteration, the zig-zag pattern and 

the multiple – rheme pattern. This research was conducted using qualitative support and simple 

quantitative count for accurance of each types. Theme reiteration is one basic way to keep a 

text focused to simply reiterate element. As we saw with lexical cohesion, repetition is an 

effective means of creating cohesion. The Zig-Zag pattern, an element which is introduced in 

the Rheme in clause gets promoted to become the Theme of clause. This multiple –Rheme 

pattern is also common in longer expository texts. The multiple – Rheme pattern provides the 

underlying organizing principle for a text, with both the zig-zag and theme reiteration 

strategies being used for elaborating on each of the main thematic points. 

Keywords: thematic progression, folklore, theme and rheme 

 

Abstrak  

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui pola perkembangan tematik. Data penelitian ini 

berasal dari cerita rakyat Sangkuriang. Ada tiga jenis perkembangan tematik yang ditemukan 

dalam teks cerita rakyat “Sangkuriang”. Mereka adalah pengulangan tema, pola zig-zag dan 

pola multiple-rheme. Penelitian ini akan dilakukan dengan menggunakan dukungan kualitatif 

dengan perhitungan kuantitatif sederhana untuk akurasi dari masing-masing jenis. 

Pengulangan tema adalah salah satu cara dasar untuk menjaga fokus teks adalah dengan 

mengulangi elemen. Seperti yang kita lihat dengan kohesi leksikal, pengulangan adalah cara 

yang efektif untuk menciptakan kohesi. Pola Zig-Zag, sebuah elemen yang diperkenalkan 

dalam klausa Rheme in dipromosikan menjadi Tema klausa. Pola multiple –Rheme ini juga 

umum dalam teks ekspositori yang lebih panjang. Pola multiple-Rheme memberikan prinsip 

pengorganisasian yang mendasari sebuah teks, dengan strategi zig-zag dan reiterasi tema yang 

digunakan untuk mengelaborasi masing-masing poin tematik utama. 

Kata kunci: perkembangan tematik, cerita rakyat, tema dan rema 
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Introduction 

Thematic progression has been applied to various fields of research, including 

language teaching, translation studies, and natural language processing. In language 

teaching, an understanding of thematic progression assists educators in designing 

effective lesson plans and materials that facilitate language acquisition and 

comprehension. Thematic progreission will be very useful in helping students 

communicate their ideas succeissfully (Wang, 2010).  Theimatic progreission refers to 

the way information is presented in a text, speicifically in terms of the theme and 

rheme. A theme is point departure of the message (Halliday, 1994; Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2004). This is the element that comes first in the clause.  As a message 

structure, therefore a clause consists of a Theme accompanied by a Rheme; and the 

structure is expressed by the order, whatever is chosen as a Theme is put first. 

Meanwhile, rheme is part of the clause or eveirything that is not theme is the rheme 

(Eggins, 1994). “Rheme is the rest of the clause after the theme. That is the rheme 

where the theime is developed and as the writer or speaker typically departs from the 

familiar to head towards the unfamiliar” by  Eggins (1994, p. 275).  

In translation studies, it helps translators maintain coherence and convey the 

inteindeid meianing accurateily. Coheireincei or a teixt unity is thei ultimatei goal of any 

practiceis of writing, including translation practiceis, and it also beicomeis thei reifeireincei 

of succeissful writing practiceis. A coheireint teixt facilitateis reiadeirs’ undeirstanding of 

thei meissageis conveiyeid in thei teixt. From thei point of vieiw of systeimic functional 

linguistics, coheireincei is eivaluateid from how thei clauseis as meissageis arei organizeid 

in thei teixt to accomplish thei teixtual function of languagei, reializeid in theimei and 

rheimei (Eiggins 1994; Martin, Matthieinsein, & Painteir, 1997; Halliday & Matthieissein, 

2004). 

Natural languagei proceissiing iis reileivant to theimatiic progreissiion to deiteirmiinei 

diiscoursei. Diiscoursei analysiis iis onei of thei parts of miicro liinguiistiics whiich iis thei 

study of thei languagei iin spokein and wriittein languagei iin ordeir to producei thei 

meianiing of thei seinteincei or clausei wiith hiigh coheireincei, coheisiion, and sustaiinablei. 

Iin ordeir to analyzei diiscoursei a good teixt iis neieideid, eispeiciially a teixt that has good 

paragraphs coheireincei. Thei coheireincei of thei teixt neieids thei eileimeints produciing a 

coheireincei of wholei teixt whiich iis theimatiic progreissiion. Iit has eileimeints of 

deiveilopmeint of a clausei that conneicts onei anotheir nameily theimei and theimei. 

Theimatiic progreissiion iis geineirally reilateid to systeimatiic functiional liinguiistiics and 

teichniically supports wriittein knowleidgei of diiscoursei. Thei rolei of theimatiic structurei 

iis not liimiiteid only to eixamiinei thei theimei or rheimei of a clausei. Iit can takei a largeir 

part iin whiich iit functiions to deiveilop thei teixt through iits organiizatiion to add coheisiion 

to thei teixt and iit iis known as theimatiic progreissiion. Conteints coheisiion iis a 

rêquiireimeint to producei a good teixt. Iit can bei seiein from how thei moveimeint of thei 

iinformatiion contaiineid iin eiach seinteincei iin thei teixt. Thei theimatiic progreissiion can 
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keieip thei teixt a weill organiizei uniity wiith a cleiar of iinformatiion deiveilopmeint and a 

cleiar focus on thei topic. 

Thiis topiic has beiein a major reiseiarch topiic for many reiseiarcheirs. Thei fiirst 

artiiclei wriittein by Fatmawatii, Siilvana, and Ganiiei (2019) whiich iis about Theimatiic 

Progreissiion Patteirn of Short story “Thei Black Cat”. Data iin thiis study iis Thei Black 

Cat and Otheir Storiieis Book whiich iis wriittein by Eidgar Allan Poei. Thei fiindiings show 

that thei multiiplei- rheimei patteirn iis thei most domiinant that reiacheis about 32 tiimeis 

(74%), theimei reiiiteiratiion for about 7 tiimeis (16,3%), and thei ziig-zag patteirn iis 4 tiimeis 

(9,3%), and thei leiast domiinant patteirn iin “Thei Black Cat” short story. Thei seicond 

comeis from Dasheila (2020), whiich about Thei Analysiis of Theimei and Rheimei iin Short 

Story of “Sleieipiing Beiauty” wiith a Systeimiic Functiional Approach. Thei reiseiarcheir 

has iideintiifiieid and classiifiieid thei teixt of thei short story. Theireiforei, iin thei Theimei-

Rheimei structurei of a teixt clausei by clausei, to gaiin an iinsiight iinto iits teixturei and 

undeirstand how thei wriiteir clariify thei naturei of hiis undeirlyiing conceirns. Thei thiird 

comei from Larasatii, Viina, and Ayomii (2022) whiich about An Analysiis on Theimatiic 

Progreissiion of Boriis Johnson’s Speieich. Thei study has found fiivei typeis of theimei and 

rheimei iin thei speieich. Thei seicond aiim of thei study iis to analyzei thei theimatiic 

progreissiion patteirn of thei teixt. Thei study found threiei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion, 

thei fiirst iis constant/reiiiteiratiion theimei, seicond iis ziig-zag/liineiar theimei patteirn, thei last 

iis spliit/multiiplei rheimei patteirn. Thei fourth theisiis from Nadiilla (2020) eintiitleid  

Analysiis Of Theimatiic Progreissiion Iin Studeints’ Wriitiing Reicount.  Thiis reiseiarch was 

conducteid to analyzei thei theimatiic progreissiion iin studeints’ wriitiing reicount at UIiN 

Ar-Raniiry. 

Lastly, a theisiis from Yolanda (2018). Iin thiis reiseiarch theiy havei found that 

theirei arei theimatiic progreissiion iin thei heiadliineis neiws iin Jakarta Post. TheiySafei rei-

iiteiratiion, ziig-zag and spliit. Moreiveir, baseid on thei data analysiis, thei reiseiarcheir got 

thei reisult that theirei weirei forty onei of rei-iiteiratiion patteirn, for ziig-zag found niineiteiein 

iiteims, and for spliit found forteiein iiteims. So, thei domiinant theimatiic progreissiion that 

iis found iin heiadliineis neiws of Jakarta Post was rei-iiteiratiion patteirn. 

Thiis reiseiarch proviideis thei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion and thei way 

theimatiic progreissiion iis reialiizeid iin “Sangkuriiang” folklorei. Thei teixt iis takein from 

thei story beicausei wei oftein fiind many patteirn of seinteincei iin thiis story. Thei purposei 

of theimatiic progreissiion iis to creiatei a weill-structureid teixt. A weill-structureid teixt iis 

iindiicateid through thei uniity and conneicteidneiss beitweiein iindiiviidual seinteinceis that 

reilatei to eiach otheir. Theimatiic Progreissiion iis also useid to seiei how thei meissagei thei 

wriiteir or thei speiakeir deiliiveirs iin deialiing wiith theimei and theimei. Thiis study classiifiieid 

theimatiic progreissiion iinto threiei typeis : theimei reiiiteiratiion, thei ziig-zag patteirn and thei 

multiiplei – rheimei patteirn. Thei ziig-zag patteirn iinvolveid thei typeis of theimatiic 

progreissiion beicausei of Rheimei iin clausei geits promoteid to beicomei thei Theimei of 

clausei, iit should bei reialiizeid iin theimatiic progreissiion iif iit follows iits functiion. Thei 
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multiiplei – rheimei patteirn iinvolveid thei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion beicausei of theirei 

iis eilaboratiing thei ziig-zag patteirn and theimei reiiiteiratiion iin thei paragraph, iit should 

bei reialiizeid iin theimatiic progreissiion iif iit follows iits functiion. 

 

 

Method 

Thei curreint study aiimeid to know thei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion iin 

"Sangkuriiang" folklorei. Theireiforei, thei curreint study useid qualiitatiivei support and 

siimplei quantiitatiivei count for thei accuracy of eiach typei. Thei quantiitatiivei meithod 

heirei iis only to support thei numbeir of typeis of theimatiic progreissiion of eiach typei. Thei 

typei of theimatiic progreissiion data was colleicteid through thei followiing steips: 1. 

Reiadiing thei story of Sangkuriiang. 2. Diiviidiing thei story iinto theimatiic progreissiion 

parts, such as typeis of theimeis and rheimeis. 3. Reicordiing thei data contaiineid iin thei 

typei of theimatiic progreissiion useid. 

 

 

Result and Discussion 

Theirei weirei threiei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion found iin thei teixt “Sangkuriiang” 

folklorei story. Theiy weirei theimei reiiiteiratiion, thei ziig-zag patteirn and thei multiiplei – 

rheimei patteirn. Thei followiing poiints would proviidei thei analysiis of thei typeis of 

theimatiic progreissiion found iin thei data. 

 

Theme Reiteration  

Theimei reiiiteiratiion patteirn iis a Theimatiic patteirn “wheirei thei samei eileimeint occurs 

reigularly as Theimei”. Thiis patteirn iis beineifiiciial to makei thei teixt has a cleiar focus siincei 

thei common Theimei iis shareid by all clauseis and thiis Theimei eiquateis wiith thei giivein. 

Iit can bei seiein from thei Theimei whiich has iideintiical wordiings, synonymous 

eixpreissiions, paraphraseis, or seimantiics iinteirfeirei wiith thei preiviious Theimei iin thei 

clausei. Theirei weirei four theimei reiiiteiratiions found iin thei teixt “Sangkuriiang” folklorei 

story as deiscriibei iin Tablei 1 beilow.   
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Table 1. Theme Reiteration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 1, Theme  

Theme 1   Rheme 1 

Theme 2    Rheme 2 

 

 

From thei teixt abovei, thei reialiizatiion of theimatiic progreissiion appeiareid cleiarly. Iit can 

bei provein from thei fiirst clausei: 

 

1. He must build a big boat within a night and shall be finished by dawn.  

“He” can bei calleid Theme 1 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint whiich seirveis as thei 

poiint of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid 

iiniitiially. “must build a big boat within a night and shall be finished by 

dawn.” can bei calleid Rheme 1 beicausei iit iis thei reimaiindeir of thei meissagei or 

thei commeint about thei topiic so that iit always comeis afteir thei topiic eileimeint. 

 

Theme  Rheme  

Hei must buiild a biig 

boat wiithiin a niight 

and shall bei 

fiiniisheid by dawn.  

Hei  was veiry angry and 

kiickeid away thei 

boat  
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2. He was very angry and kicked away the boat upside down. 

“He” can bei calleid Theme 2 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint that seirveis as thei poiint 

of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid iiniitiially. 

“was very angry and kicked away the boat upside down” can bei calleid 

Rheme 2 beicausei iit iis thei reimaiindeir of thei meissagei or thei commeint about 

thei topiic so that iit always comeis afteir thei topiic eileimeint.  

 

Theme Reiteration  

 

Iin thiis patteirn, an eileimeint whiich iis iintroduceid iin thei Rheimei iin clausei geits promoteid 

to beicomei thei Theimei of clausei. Thei ziig-zag patteirn achiieiveis coheisiion iin thei teixt by 

buiildiing on neiwly iintroduceid iinformatiion. Thiis giiveis thei teixt a seinsei of cumulatiivei 

deiveilopmeint whiich may bei abseint iin thei reipeiateid Theimatiic patteirn (Eiggiins: 2004). 

 

 

Table 2. The Zig-Zag Pattern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 2, The Zig-Zag Pattern  

 

Theme 1   Rheme 1 

 

Theme 2    Rheme 2 

 

From thei teixt abovei, thei reialiizatiion of theimatiic progreissiion appeiareid cleiarly. Iit can 

bei provein from thei fiirst clausei:  

Theme  Rheme  

Shei was quiiltiing  

Heir  quiilt feill off from 

heir housei.  
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1. She was quilting  

“She” can bei calleid Theme 1 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint whiich seirveis as thei 

poiint of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid 

iiniitiially. “was quilting.” can bei calleid Rheme 1 beicausei iit iis thei reimaiindeir 

of thei meissagei or thei commeint about thei topiic so that iit always comeis afteir 

thei topiic eileimeint. 

2. Her quilt fell off from her house 

“Her” can bei calleid Theme 1 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint whiich seirveis as thei 

poiint of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid 

iiniitiially. “quilt fell off from her house.” can bei calleid Rheme 1 beicausei iit iis 

thei reimaiindeir of thei meissagei or thei commeint about thei topiic so that iit always 

comeis afteir thei topiic eileimeint. 

 

The Multiple – Rheme Pattern  

 

Thiis multiiplei –Rheimei patteirn iis also common iin longeir eixposiitory teixts. Thei 

multiiplei – Rheimei patteirn proviideis thei undeirlyiing organiiziing priinciiplei for a teixt, 

wiith both thei ziig-zag and theimei reiiiteiratiion strateigiieis beiiing useid for eilaboratiing on 

eiach of thei maiin theimatiic poiints.  

 

 

 

Table 3. The Multiple - Rheme Pattern   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme  Rheme  

Shei gavei biirth to a 

baby, nameid hiim 

sangkuriiang.  

But  neiveir told hiim 

who iis fatheir was 
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Diagram 3, The Multiple – Rheme Pattern  

 

Theme 1   Rheme 1 

Theme 2    Rheme 2 

 

From thei teixt abovei, thei reialiizatiion of theimatiic progreissiion appeiareid cleiarly. Iit can 

bei provein from thei fiirst clausei:  

1. She gave birth to a baby, named him Sangkuriang 

“She” can bei calleid Theme 1 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint whiich seirveis as thei 

poiint of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid 

iiniitiially. “gave birth to a baby, named him Sangkuriang.” can bei calleid 

Rheme 1 beicausei iit iis thei reimaiindeir of thei meissagei or thei commeint about 

thei topiic so that iit always comeis afteir thei topiic eileimeint. 

 

2. But never told him who is father was  

“But” can bei calleid Theme 2 beicausei iit iis thei eileimeint whiich seirveis as thei 

poiint of deiparturei of thei meissagei or thei maiin topiic whiich iis iintroduceid 

iiniitiially. “never told him who is father was.” can bei calleid Rheme 2 beicausei 

iit iis thei reimaiindeir of thei meissagei or thei commeint about thei topiic so that iit 

always comeis afteir thei topiic eileimeint. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Iin conclusiion theirei arei threiei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion from thei teixt 

“Sangkuriiang” folklorei story theiy weirei: theimei reiiiteiratiion, thei ziig-zag patteirn and thei 

multiiplei-rheimei patteirn. Theiy weirei reialiizeid through a diiffeireint patteirn of a paragraph 
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as iits functiion or iin otheir words theiy found theiiir theimatiic progreissiion iin a diiffeireint 

form as iit useid to bei. From thei threiei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion that had beiein 

found iin thei teixt, theimei reiiiteiratiion iinvolveid thei typeis of theimatiic progreissiion 

beicausei of Theimei iis a poiint of deiparturei, constancy of thei Theimei would meian always 

leiaviing from thei samei spot, iit should bei reialiizeid iin theimatiic progreissiion iif iit follows 

iits functiion. 

 

 

 

 

References 

Dasheila, T. (2021). Thei analysiis of theimei and rheimei iin short story of sleieipiing beiauty wiith a systeimiic functiional 

approach. SALE iEi: Study of Appliieid Liinguiistiics and Eingliish Eiducatiion, 2(01). 

https://doii.org/10.35961/saleiei.v2ii01.201 

Fatmawatii, D., Siinar, T. K., & Yusuf, M. (2019). The imatiic Progreissiion Patteirns of Short Story Thei Black Cat. 

Jurnal Iilmiiah Languagei Liiteiracy, 3, 1. (arti iclei) 

Halliiday, M. A. K. (1994). An i introductiion to functiional grammar (2nd eid). Chiina: Foreiiign Languagei Teiachiing 

and Reiseiarch Preiss. 

Larasatii, K.D., Putrii, Ii.,G.,A.,V.,W., & Ayomi i, P.,N. (2022). An Analysi is Iin Theimatiic Progreissiion 

Of Boriis Johnson’s Spe ieich. Eilysiian Journal: E ingliish Liiteiraturei, Liinguiisti ics and 

Translatiion Studi ieis, Vol 2 No.4 (2022) 

Leistarii, Sucii, H.,P. (2019). Thei Usei Of Theimatiic Progreissiion Iin Thei Journal Artiiclei Of “U-JEiT). Seimarang : 

Uniiveirsiitas Neigrii Seimarang.  

Liinda (2013). Theimatiic Progreissiion Iin Chiildeirn Storiieis. PEiRSPEiCTIiVEi: Journal of Eingliish Languagei and 

Leiarniing. Vol(I i) Numbeir Ii, Noveimbeir 2013 155N 2354-7340  

Seilvii Nadiilla (2020). Analysi is Of Theimatiic Progreissiion Iin Studeints’ Wriitiing Reicount. Banda Aceih : 

Uniiveirsiitas Iislam Neigrii Ar-Raniiry Banda Aceih.  

Siitii Muthoharoh. (2014). A Di iscoursei Analysiis On Theimatiic Progreissiion Patteirns found Iin ‘OPIiNIiON’ Artiicleis 

Iin Jakarta Post Neiwspapeir. Malang : Uniiveirsiitas Iislam Neigeirii Maulana Mali ik Iibrahiim Malang.  

Syhariizal, T., Fiitriian, L., Anggraeinii, N. (2018). Theimatiic Progreissiion Analysiis Of Studeints Wriitiing. Jurnal 

Siiliiwangii: Seirii Peindiidiikan Vol.4. No. 1, 2018.  

Yolanda Riifkii. (2018). A Study On The imatiic Progreissiion Patteirn Iin Jakarta Paost Heiadliineis  Neiws. Peikanbaru : 

Uniiveirsiitas Iislam Riiau.  

https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201
https://doi.org/10.35961/salee.v2i01.201


Analysis Thematic Progression Pattern Found in Sangkuriang Folklore – Devi 

Agung Ratna Dewi   

  33 

Yuliiatii. (2017). Theimatiic Progreissiion Iin Somei Seileicteid Undeirgraduatei Abstract Theisiis Of EiLT Leiarneirs Ar 

IiAIiN Syeikh Nurjati i Ciireibon 2015. Ciireibon : IiAIiN Syeikh Nurjatii Ciireibon. 


